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December 8, 1913
[Written in pencil] Ans 12/19
[Written on Bible Institute of Los Angeles Auditorium Building letterhead]
1945 La France Avenue, So. Pasadena, Calif.
Mr. Lyman Stewart,
Union Oil Building,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Dear Mr. Stewart:Yours of December 4th was handed to me yesterday. In reply would say, first, That I think it would be
well to get some one else than myself to write the articles on Prophecy. I Have already had a number of
articles in FUNDAMENTALS and as I am now Executive Secretary, I think it would be especially illfitting that I should write two articles on so important a subject, or even one at such a time. Furthermore, I
think there are others who would do it better than I. Furthermore, though I have quite a little material on
the subject, I am greatly pressed for time and could hardly do it as I think it ought to be done. After a
good deal of thought, I have about come to the conclusion that Dr. Gray would be the best man to do it,
and I am thinking of writing him to-day or to-morrow to that effect. I note your suggestion that Dr.
Prichard would be able to furnish a satisfactory article on one of these subjects and I think I will ask him
to prepare one on God’s Plan of the Ages. Second, I am sorry that Mrs. Meyer has been unable to find
the article on the Jews. It does seem unfortunate that we should not have had at least one article in
FUNDAMENTALS by Dr. Meyer after all he has done for them.
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Third, I quite agree with you that Dr. Meyer answered Dr. Dixon very wisely about the four articles from
Rev. John Thomas of Liverpool. I presume I said this in my previous letter. If I did not, it was in my
mind to do so. In this connection, let me say, that I have read almost all the book that you sent me on
THE Old [sic] TESTAMENT AND MODERN CRITICISM that was addressed to Dr. Meyer and it is a
very able book, scholarly and yet simple and thoroughly demolishes the Higher Critical positions on some
of the great questions that they take up. In fact, undermines their whole position. It would be appreciated
by all ministers and theological students who know abything [sic] about the subject of Higher Criticism
and, I think, of most Sunday School superintendents, but we have already given a very large amount of
space to the question of Higher Criticism. I am sending you herewith the letter which Mr. Robinson wrote
Dr. Meyer and copy of my reply to it. Fourth, In regard to the article on the Best Books for use in
connection with Bible Study, I think, it would be very valuable to a large number of the readers of
FUNDAMENTALS. The plan Dr. Meyer followed was to send around to a number of men for them each
to suggest 50 men who could prepare such lists. I at least was unable to think of fifty men of whom I
knew enough both as to their orthodoxy and their judgment to suggest that they would prepare valuable
lists. There are doubtless fifty men and many more than fifty who could prepare such lists wisely but men
may be most excellent men and most scholarly men, most reliable men in many ways and yet their
judgment as to what books would help a minister would not be good. I think your idea of getting half a
dozen men of world wide reputation to
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suggest such books is better. My list would differ somewhat from yours, for example, I would leave
Campbell Morgan out; he is a mighty preacher and teacher and I think is doing fine work in London, but
he gathers around him a good many men who you and I would regard as thoroughly unsound and uses
them at his Bible conference. In fact, the program of his Bible conference is a curious hodge-podge, and I
question his judgment about men and books. I think I would also leave Gaebelein out. I regard him as an
excellent Bible teacher. I read OUR HOPE with great pleasure. Gaebelein’s HARMONY OF THE
PROPHETIC WORD and Gaebelien’s DANIEL I have read with great interest and profit, and some other
things that he has written, but I would question his judgment as to what would be the best books for a
minister. On the other hand, I think the judgment of Dr. Griffith-Thomas would be excellent. Fifth, As to
the articles by Dr. Pentecost and Dr. Johnson, [illegible deletion] even if we do not find them, I doubt, if I
were you, if I would burden Mrs. Meyer with hunting for them. I think we will have an abundance of
good material when we add the articles that I am trying to get to those that we already have. Sixth, I felt
sure that you would not wish the article on Repentance by the late Dr. Lorimer published when I told you
the facts that I knew about him. Seventh, I think your plan of sending out Dr. Lamb’s book and other
such books as we may think adapted for the purpose after the completion of the FUNDAMENTALS and
when the mailing list becomes our own personal property is a wise one. I think this covers everything in
your letter. I am just suffering a pretty severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism. Since
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Friday afternoon, I have been unable to step on my right foot, and the fact that my right hand is also more
or less disabled complicates matters for I cannot use a crutch, but this morning I can rest on the right foot
though I cannot step out on it. I was unable to get to Santa Ana yesterday where I had agreed to preach a
missionary sermon in the morning and at a union service at night. I did not give up until the last moment.
In fact, did not give up then, but Mrs. Torrey did for me and telephoned them that I could not come,
though I had told her to telephone them that possibly I could not come. I am suffering very little to speak
of. I expect to go down town to the lecture this afternoon. It is nearly two years since I have had an
attack of inflammatory rheumatism and I though [sic] I had it out of my system. I should have taken the
premonitory symptoms in hand more quickly and I might have been able to avoid this, but I am enjoying
it and getting good out of it in various ways. Sincerely yours,
R. A. Torrey p.

